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June 6, 2019

The Honorable Michael Pompeo
Secretary

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Pompeo,

As the United States seeks to end the fighting in Afghanistan, we urge you to ensure that Afghan
women are equally and meaningfully represented in the peace process and that any agreement
protects women’s rights. While we welcome the State Department’s efforts to lay the foundation
for an inclusive intra-Afghan peace process, we are concerned that women’s voices are being
excluded.

Research by the International Peace Institute shows that when women have a substantive role in
peace negotiations, the likelihood the agreement will last beyond fifteen years increases by as
much as 35 percent. Recognizing the importance of women’s participation, Congress passed and
President Trump signed into law the Women, Peace, and Security Act (PL 115-68). As you
know, that law makes it U.S. policy to promote women's meaningful participation in preventing,
managing and resolving conflicts. It builds upon a growing body of research that demonstrates,
in the words of the 2017 National Security Strategy, that “societies that empower women to
participate fully in civic and economic life are more prosperous and peaceful.” Additionally, the
Presidential Memorandum on Promoting Women's Global Development and Prosperity
rightfully recognizes this relationship between women's inequality and a country's propensity
toward violent conflict. The Afghan peace process is the first real test of U.S. implementation of
this law, and we hope you take this opportunity to include women as decision-makers on matters
of peace and security.

The significant gains of Afghan women and girls over the past 18 years have been some of the
greatest returns on U.S. investment in Afghanistan. Since the Taliban government fell in 2001,
women have voted in elections and served as parliament members and government ministers.
According to the U.S. Institute of Peace, more than 68,000 women are employed in schools and
universities, at least 10,000 are doctors and health care professionals, and Afghan women
entrepreneurs have created roughly 77,000 jobs for Afghans.

Women from across Afghanistan have come together in an unprecedented way to call for their
equal and meaningful participation in any ceasefire and peace process. The Afghan Women
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National Consensus for Peace, a network of women’s groups that includes the Office of the First
Lady of Afghanistan, women members of the High Peace Council, the Ministry of Women’s
Affairs, and the Afghan Women’s Network, recently convened groups of women in 34 provinces
to discuss their priorities for the peace process. Yet during the February and May talks in Doha
between American diplomats and the Taliban, Afghan women were not represented. Afghan
women’s voices need to be heard - not just on women’s rights, but on the future of their country.
We urge the State Department to protect Afghan women’s negotiating position and hard-won
gains in all discussions with the Taliban.

As negotiations with the Taliban continue, women’s perspectives and the preservation of
women’s rights and human rights should be at the center of your efforts, including by ensuring
that women have a meaningful seat at the table. Sustainable peace in the country and the region
depends upon it.

Sincerely, 0/
LOIS FRANKEL ~ SUSAN BROOKS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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WILLIAM R. KEATING
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
GRACE MENG 3 CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
BETTY MECOLLUM STEVE CHABOT
Member of Congress Member of Congress
MAX ROSE TED S. Y{oh’o
Member of Congress Membe ongress
SHEILA JACKSOJU_EE UY RESCHENTHALER
Member of Congres Member ongress
ILHAN OMAR RON WRIGHT )
Member of Congress Member of Congress
NORMA J. TORR WILL HURD
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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SEAN PATRICK MALONEY JOHN KATKO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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STEVE WATKINS
Member of Congress

ALCEE L. HASTING PETE OLSON

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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BARBARA LEE MICHAEL GUEST
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SUSAN DAVIS CAROL D. MILLER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON GREG WALDEN
Member of Congress Member of Congress

BRAD SHERMAN RED UPTON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
VICENTE GONZALEZ GLENN 'GT' THOMPSON

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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CHRIS PAPPAS
Member of Copgress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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FREDERICA S. WILSON
Member of Congress

JAM SAR. BAIRD
Member of Congress
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LORI TRAHAN
Member of Congress
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ANN MCLANE KUSTER
Member of Congress
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AQUIN CASTRO
ember of Congress

SUSAN WILD
Member of Congress
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THEODORE E. DEUTCH
of Congress

PETER WELCH

Member of Congress

KATHERINE CLARK
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Meer of Congress
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Member . of.Congress
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COLIN ALL?!
Member of CoOngress
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TONY CARDENAS

Member of Congress

ADRIANO ESPAILLAT
Membey of Congress

KATIE PORTER
Member of Congress
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DINA TITUS
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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DAVID E. PRICE

mr of Congress

DEB HAALAND VERONICA ESCOBAR
ber of Congress Member of Congress
NDY WEBER
Member of Congress

CC: U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad



